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Correspondence from Germany 

--- 

To the Volksblatt. 

  At Spremberg Nov 15, 1927 
  The weather, here, was more wet than 

dry. Already in May and June, and also in 

July, there were downpours and high water 
and newspapers reported on high water in 

southern Germany into the month of 

November. In a song for dancing it goes as 
follows, “If it continues to early morning 

we will be standing in liquid manure up to 

our knees. At times, the water will rise 

even higher, yes above the head and what 
then? That’s when many a floozy will 

drown.” It wasn’t too bad here. Seiler’s 

Rabbskreek was exceedingly high only a 
few times, now they are building a bridge 

over the little Spree. The new Bahnhof 

Street is almost completed so that one will 
be able to walk to the railroad station but it 

will probably take another half year before 

the street will be cobbled. Winter appears 

to have arrived on time this year, it freezes 
a bit and it snows every day. Some farmers 

are not yet finished with their field work 

and a few do not have enough litter for this 
winter. We had our annual fair in 

Spremberg on November 2
nd

 and it was 

well attended and there was much trading 

and drinking because, going to town 
develops a thirst for beer and Schnaps. I 

met friend Seiler and had relaxed 

conversation over beer and Schnaps. The 
merchant Carl Stertz died on November 

10
th
 at the age of 76; Seiler and I have 

finished off many bottles of beer at Carl 
Stertz’s. 

  In the past, the merchants Jaegel and 

Gutte occupied the store that now belongs 

to Stertz and, even recently, Stertz 
parceled off a store to the merchant Linke. 

Many of you in Texas who have moved to 

America from Spremberg and 
surroundings will remember Jaegel and 

Gutte on Forstner Street. Trade and 

exchange are relatively good and enough 
work is there for everyone but housing 

shortage still exists. The rich people also 

lost a lot of money during the inflation and 

are now unable to build homes and, it is 
not like it was before the war, by any 

measure. Wages are somewhat higher but 

the cost of goods is still too high, for 
instance, the price for boots is now 20 

marks as compared to 10 marks before the 

war. Almost everything costs twice as 

much. Everything might return to the way 
it used to be within 30 years because times 

change. 

With greetings 
M. Hantschko. 

 

Translated by John Buerfeind 
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